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The British National Party (BNP) 
are fielding one candidate in 
Cornwall during the forthcoming 
election in the St Austell and 
Newquay constituency.
   James Fitton, who came 
fourth in the 2009 Cornwall 
Council elections, is running 
under a thinly disguised racist 
platform.  Fitton’s campaign 
focuses strongly on immigration 
in Cornwall.  This is hardly 
surprising, given the BNP shop 
sells such delights as T-shirts 
with the slogan “Don’t unpack 
you’re going home” aimed at 
immigrants.
   According to BNP policy, the 
party would deal with immigration 
by sending home anyone not 
born in the UK, amounting to 5.5 
million people.  Furthermore, they 
would create an apartheid state 
where mixed marriages would 
be banned and priority for jobs, 
housing and education given to 
white people.
   Unfortunately, Cornwall has a 

Stand Against Racism!
Stop the BNP!

reputation for being a racist place 
with people apparently moving 
here because of a lack of ethnic 
minorities.  However the vast 
majority of Cornish residents 
are not racist and we need to 
dispel this myth in showing vocal 
opposition to the BNP.
   We must not be fooled by 
these suit-wearing fascists who 
claim credibility whilst selling 
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Many people are glad that New 
Labour are on their way out, whether 
you’re angry at the way bank bailouts 
have led to public service cuts, at 
New Labour’s destructive policies 
on the environment, or at the deaths 
of UK soldiers and citizens of Iraq 
and Afghanistan.  New Labour are a 
party for business first, with the rich 
benefiting the most.  So it’s brilliant 
they’re on their way out, but what will 
we get in return when the Tories are 
so similar?

What we have here is typical of 
what we have seen electoral politics 
produce around the world – a 
situation where there may be more 
than one party, but no real choice.  
That’s because parliamentary 
democracy is not designed to work 
for the marginalised.  Once elected, 
a party, no matter how progressive 
they claim to be, proceed to use their 
newly gained powers to determine 
our futures while we are expected to 
passively sit back and comply.

We cannot afford to wait four years 
after every election to have some 
say in decisions that will affect our 
lives.  By handing in a ballot we are 
merely handing over our consent to 
have our own power taken away and 
given to others.  The world moves 

Don’t Just Vote – Get Active

No matter who wins the 
election, not much will 
change....

too quickly and our lives are too 
short for us to continue to accept 
a situation where the communities 
we live in cannot have a say over 
the decisions that most affect us.  If 
we want a system where we can 
control our lives we need to create 
it together.  We can vote with our 
actions every moment of every 
day.

When people grow food in their 
own gardens instead of paying for 
overpriced groceries, that’s direct 
action; when people start their own 
organisation to share food with 
hungry folks, instead of just voting 
for a candidate that promises to 



solve the problem with taxes and 
bureaucracy; when a woman makes 
and gives out fliers addressing an 
issue that concern her rather than 
counting on the newspapers to 
cover it or print her letters to the 
editor; when a group of friends share 
things they no longer want instead 
of throwing them away; when people 
blockade the construction site of an 
incinerator near their homes, after 
their elected representatives have 
failed them – all of these and more 
are examples of direct action.

You can vote once or 
twice a year, but it’s what 
you do every day that 
counts.  Don’t give your 
power away to so-called 
representatives – take 
responsibility for the ways 
you can change the world 
yourself.

Voting consolidates the power of a 
whole society in the hands of a few 
politicians; through force of sheer 
habit, not to speak of other methods 
of enforcement, everyone else is 
kept in a position of dependence.  
Through direct action, you become 
familiar with your own resources and 
capabilities and initiative, discovering 
what these are and how much 
you can accomplish.  Ultimately, 
there’s no reason the strategies of 
voting and direct action can’t both 
be applied together.  One does not 
cancel the other out.  Those who 

are totally disenfranchised with 
representative democracy, who 
dream of a world without politicians, 
can rest assured that if we all learn 
how to apply deliberately the power 
that each of us has, the question of 
which politician is elected to office 
will become a moot point.  They 
only have that power because we 
delegate it to them!  A campaign for 
direct action puts power back where 
it belongs, in the hands of the people 
from whom it originates.

Diary of Events
Sat, 17 April
•	 How Green is Your Plate - 12pm

Port Isaac Village Hall

Sun, 18 April
•	 KAN Meeting - 4.30pm

Jacob’s Ladder, Falmouth

Tue, 27 April
•	 Permaculture for a Sustainable 

Future (Transition Truro) - 7.30pm
Pearson Room, Old Bridge Street, 
Truro

Sat, 1 May
•	 Target Barclays Picket-11am

Outside Penzance Barclays, Market 
Jew Street. (weather permitting)

•	 Freeshop - 12 - 2pm
Causeway Head, Penzance 
(weather permitting)

•	 KAN Meeting - 2.30pm
Dolphin Inn, Penzance
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In response to Smash EDO’s call 
for a national Target Barclays day, 
KAN held a picket outside the 
busy Truro branch.
   Barclays are the largest UK 
investors in the arms trade with 
£7.3 billion worth of shares.  They 
are also the market makers for 
the ITT corporation - owners of 
Brighton-based EDO/ITT.
   The protest was successful with 
lots of people taking leaflets, a 
few went into the bank to register 
complaints and many more were 
shocked and disgusted by the 

investments.  Private security 
were hired in from Wolverhampton 
to protect the bank from pesky 
protestors and at one point we 
were observed  by two police 
officers and one community 
support officer.
   KAN are holding regular pickets 
of Barclays in Penzance on 
the first Saturday of the month 
between 11am-12pm.  Everyone 
is welcome.
   For more information see  
www.smashedo.org.uk

Target Barclays - Action Update

“The Golly Collection” in their 
online shop.  Nick Griffin, the 
leader of the BNP, was convicted 
for distributing material likely to 
incite racial hatred, describing 
the Holocaust as a “Jewish 
conspiracy” in his 1997 pamphlet 
“Where Are the Mind Benders?”  
In 2000, he shared a platform 
with a former Chapter Leader 
of the Ku Klax Klan and a white 
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supremacist who later went on to 
kill a security guard in an attack 
on the Holocaust Museum in 
Washington.
   He is not a nice man and this 
is a not a nice party.  It is down 
to all of us to expose the BNP.  A 
racist in a suit is still a racist and 
we need to show they are not 
welcome on our streets.



Sun, 2 May
•	 Freeskilling - Introduction to 

Cooperatives - 2-4pm
Friends Meeting House, Paul’s 
Terrace, Truro, TR1 1HD

Sun, 16 May
•	 Freeskilling - Stop & Searches - 

Know Your Rights - 2-4pm
Small Meeting Room, Dolphin 
Tavern, Quay Street, Penzance

•	 KAN Meeting - 4.30pm
Friends Meeting House, Truro

21-22 May
•	 Climate Camp - Devon & Kernow 

Regional Meeting 
Details to be confirmed.

4-6 June
•	 Resilience 2010 Convention-11am

Eden Project, St Austell

Sat, 5 June
•	 Target Barclays Picket-11am

Outside Penzance Barclays, Market 
Jew Street. (weather permitting)

•	 Freeshop - 12 - 2pm
Causeway Head, Penzance (weather 
permitting)

•	 KAN Meeting - 2.30pm
Dolphin Inn, Penzance

Sun, 6 June
•	 Freeskilling - Food Growing for 

Renters - 2-4pm
Venue to be confirmed.  Visit KAN 
website for details.

Sun, 20 June
•	 Freeskilling - Useful Plant Walk 

- 1-4pm - nr Halvasso (email 
kernowaction@gmail.com for details)

•	 KAN Meeting - 4.30pm - Jacob’s 
Ladder, Falmouth

Sat, 3 July
•	 Target Barclays Picket-11am

Outside Penzance Barclays, Market 
Jew Street. (weather permitting)

•	 Freeshop - 12 - 2pm
Causeway Head, Penzance (weather 
permitting)

•	 KAN Meeting - 2.30pm
Dolphin Inn, Penzance

Sun, 4 July
•	 Freeskilling - Consensus Decision 

Making - 1-5pm
Women’s Institute, Falmouth

Sun, 18 July
•	 Freeskilling - Bike Repair - 1-4pm

Friend’s Meeting House, Paul’s 
Terrace, Truro

One day...



Kernow Anarchist Network 
(KAN) is a non-hierarchical, 
consensus-based group 
that supports, promotes and 
encourages all forms of direct 
action to confront, stop and 
eventually reverse the destruction 
of our communities and the 
planet.
   We aim to encourage and 
facilitate self-determination in 
our communities rather than a 

All local Cornish print media is 
owned by The Daily Mail group 
making it impossible to read local 
news untainted by a right wing, 
quasi racist agenda.
   Whilst this issue is small, we 
aim to expand the news sheet, 
providing a voice for resistance 
and rebellion in Cornwall.  We 
are not Cornish nationalists, but 
anarchists who reject all notions 
of state control.  We have pride in 
our communities and rage at their 
destruction. 
   The name is derived from 
Michael Joseph - aka - Michael 
An Gof - meaning blacksmith - 
who led the Cornish rebellion in 
1497 against a king raising taxes 
to fight the Scots. 
   Cornwall has a long history of 

http://kernowaction.wordpress.com

reliance on the state or charity.
   We want to encourage a shift 
to a low-carbon, people centred 
future where wealth is measured 
by our relationships to each other 
and the environment instead of by 
human and resource exploitation.
   If you want to get involved or 
want to find out more, come to 
one of our meetings or email 
kernowaction@gmail.com.
Twitter: @kernowaction

resistance and rebellion which 
should be honoured and must be 
continued. 
   Please get involved—send 
us your news and events and 
reclaim the media. 

Other alternative news sources: 
www.indymedia.org.uk 
www.schnews.org.uk

The Blacksmith?


